
8 november 2012 

Electronic Monitoring  
in Dutch Prisons 2012 

Developments in application 



Electronic Control in prison in the Netherlands | 8 november 
2012 

2 

Content 
1. Electronic monitoring past, present and future 

• Electronic detention 
• EM: controlled responsibility in prisons 
• EM: supporting rehabilitation 
 

2. A range of technology solutions for the custodial cycle 
3. Inmate Tracking – Sweden Kolmorden Case Study 
4. New phases of detention in the Netherlands 
5. EM: Riscs 
6. Prisoners on Leave – Brazilian (Pernambuco) case study 
7. Conclusion 
 
 



Electronic Control in prison in the Netherlands | 8 november 
2012 

1 EM use: past, present and future 
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Electronic Detention replaced short sentences 
Goal:  Cost reduction & capacity increase 
Technique:  Inclusion zone monitored by using RF technology 
 
Application  

>Sentence max 90 days 
>400-500 persons daily  
>Medium risc offenders 
>Twice a day: short leave from home 

 
Results  : no ‘recidivism’ and 93% completion, overcrowding was 
    solved 
Costs  : ED €50,= per day (€250,= per day for low security prison). 
Finished  : no political support 
Reconsidered : cost cutting 
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Position determination (EM) in prisons 
Goal:   Controlled responsibility & cost savings on staff 
Technique:  Bracelet with GPS 
 
Application: 
• Unit of 150 places 
• Short sentences 
• Monitoring (global) position of inmates in prison 

 
Finished: little added value, maintenance, costs 
Developments: biometrics as new option the track prisoners 
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EM as support of rehabilitation 
Goal:   Restricting freedom and reducing riskfull situations,  
Technique: Inclusion zone monitored by using RF technology (95%) 

 and GPS (5%) 
 
Application: 
• Use of EM: programms outside prison max 12 months.  
• First 1/3 part standard use of EM 
• Depending on risk level: more freedom 

 
Weakness: no connection with earlier detention phases (i.e. leave) 
 
Future developments: 
• EM is integrated part of all detention phases 
• More use of GPS 
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New phases of detention 
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• Legal activities 
• Labor 
• Basic aftercare 
• Motivational trainings, 

limited internet,  

Basic programm 

• 2 evening programmes 
• Some extra weekend activities 
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re-integration activities, 
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  outside prison 
- external residence 
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Risks and “leave” as part of rehabilitation 

Risks Standard 

Re-offending (Advice of probation officer) The higher the risc the more use of EM 
and more restrictions in freedom outside 
prison.  

Confrontation with victims (Advice of 
prosecutor) to might meet someone 

(Highly) undesirable: No leave or EM with 
region ban. (exclusion zone GPS around 
the house) 

Non compliance based on behaviour: 
in prison 
during earlier permissions 
during earlier incarcerations 

Non compliance or no desirable 
behaviour:  No leave 

Social harassment related to the crime 
(Advice of prosecutor) 

If expected: no leave or under 
supervision. 

Tensions at residence address Roommates agree & residence address is 
no risk of re-offending 
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