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The	youth	crime:	here	and	now
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European	Youth	crime	(2013)
YouPrev Report:	results	emphasize	…

…that	juvenile	delinquency	is	on	the	one	hand	a	
universal	developmental	phenomenon.	

… Breaking	rules	is	part	of	the	process	of	growing	
up,	and	most	adolescents	commit	some	offences	
during	their	adolescence.

…For	the	majority	of	young	persons,	involvement	in	
delinquency	is	bio-graphically	limited	to	a	certain	
span	of	time	and	rarely	goes	beyond	petty	offences.
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Superpredators vs.	Desistance

’90-’00
• DiLulio
• Youth crime peak
‘94	

• Punishment

’05-’10
• Steinberg
• Death penalty for
youngs

• Desistance



……I'm	eighteen	and	I	don't	know	
what	I	want

Eighteen	I	just	don't	know	what	I	
want

Eighteen	I	gotta get	away

I	gotta get	out	of	this	place

I'll	go	runnin'	in	outer	space,	oh	
yeah

I	got	a	baby's	brain	and	an	old	
man's	heart	took	

eighteen	years	to	get	this	far

Don't	always	know	what	I'm	
talkin'	about	feels	like

I'm	livin'	in	the	middle	of	doubt’

Cause	I'm	eighteen	I	get	confused	
every	day	eighteen

I	just	don't	know	what	to	say

Eighteen	I	gotta get	away

I’	m	Eighteen”	
(Alice	Cooper,	1970,1990)
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The	“myth”	of	18	years	old	in	
criminal	law
üIt’s	scientific	based?

üWhen	start	and	finish	adolescence?

ü18	years	old	today	it’s	not	what	legal	
tradition	believe	it	to	be	?
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Developmental Neuroscience,	Crime and	
18	yrs.	

…..	in	many	respects,	young	adult	offenders	
aged	18	to	25	are	more	similar	to	juveniles	
than	to	adults in	individual	factors	such	as	
executive	functions,	maturity,	impulse	
control,	risk	taking	and	decision	making	
focused	on	immediate	rather	than	future	

consequences….

(Study Group of	Juvenile Offenders.	Farrington,	2016)



©
	A
nd
re
s-
Pu

ey
o

Adolescents	and	JJ:	new	vision	
(L.	Steinberg,	2014)	

Causes	and	Consequences
Brain/Social	influences Rehab.	and	Change

New	ideas

14-18	yrs à 10/12	– 23/25	yrs.

Today	JJ	practice

Errors Low	efficiency

Old	ideas
Science/Practice	gap Survival	adolescence
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The	future…..		????

Sentence …..	About prevention



Crime	Prevention	Models
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History	of	criminal	
intervention	in	youth	crime…

Punishment

Rational	election
Welfare

Rehabilitation

Social-Learning	
models
Tx.

Prevention

Risk	and	Protection	
factors
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Main approach…

What	works	?

• Education
• Treatment

Risk

•Assessment
•Management
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What works (low effects)



Risk

Needs

Respon
sivity
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A	new	technology	added..

What	works	?

• Education
• Treatment

Risk

•Assessment
•Management
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Crime	reduction	programs	
more	successful….

Tx evidence based

Focus on needs

Match	Tx intensity
with risk

PREVENT	CRIME



Developmental	Criminology	and	
Trajectories
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Developmental	criminology	vs.	
other	disciplines

Others Criminology
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Longitudinal	Studies on Crime
Cambridge	Study of	Delinquent Development
• D.	Farrington

Dunedin Multidisciplinary Health and	Developmental
Study
• T.	Moffitt et	al.

Pathway to	desistance
• L.	Steinberg et	al.

Boston	Study of	Delinquency
• R.	Sampson and	J.	Laub
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Risk and	Protective Factors
1. How many and	what factors

2. The nature of	these factors

3. The different weight

4. The time	in	which they act

5. Their complex interactions

6. ...	

7. And,	in	most of	RF… how to	prevent
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Criminal	trajectories	variables

Prevalence Frequency Motivation Co-authors

Starting Versatility Length Desistance

Seriousness Violence RecidivismSAFETY
REASONS
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From	Piquero (main	findings-1)
Misbehavior	STARTS	early	in	life	….

Careers are	marked by INTERMITENCY

Risk/Protection Factors (RPf)	of	ONSET,	PERSISTENCE,	DESISTANCE	may
vary with age

Individual	and	environmental RPf have different effects in	different life-
course stages
◦ (marriage ->	desistance;	be	in	prison->	recidivism !!!)

Paradox of	ROBBINS	(most adults offenders were juveniles	offenders,	
but most juveniles	offenders will not become adult offenders)

Crime is common in	adolescent and	early adulthood but more	
uncommon in	adulthood
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From	Piquero (main	findings-2)
Age	of	onset	typically:	8-14	

Age	of	desistance:	20-29

Prevalence	peaks:	15-19

Early	onset	predicts:	long	duration	of	criminal	career	and	more	offenses

Few	people	commit	a	large	fraction	of	all	crimes	(5%	for	50%)

Continuity:	child-adolescent-young	adult	is	the	worse	combination

Offending	is	more	versatile	than	specialized

Offending	is	a	part	of	a	more	larger	“syndrome”	of	antisocial	behavior	
(drink,	sex,	driving…)
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From	Piquero (main	findings-3)

Most	crime	to	late	teens	are	committed	by	others;	crimes	after	age	20	
are	committed	alone

Reasons	for	offending
◦ Before	20:	excitement/boredom
◦ After	20:	utilitarian	motives

Different	types	of	offenses	tend	to	be	first	committed	at	different	ages

Diversification	increases	up	to	age	20,	but	after	age	20	specialization	
increases.
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Explanatory	processes	(transition	adolescent	
adult	crime	behavior)	(Farrington,	2016)

ü IIDD	in	Self-control

ü Behavioral	Risk	and	Protection	factors

ü Environmental	Risk	and	Protection	factors

ü Brain	maturation

ü Cognitive	changes

ü Mentall illnesses	and	substance	abuse

ü Effects	of	life	events

ü The	justice	response



Criminal	Trajectories



Age	curve	x	Crime	Models

Classic	… Moffitt	(1993..)

Sampson	&	Laub (2005) Farrington/Piquero (2011)
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Valdivia	&	Andres-Pueyo (in	press)

- 168	males	in	youth	inmates	facility.

- Age:	20,7	(1,3)	yrs.

- 81%	Foreigners

- 45,3%	low	Educational	Level
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By type offenses
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Source of	Data	(168	ss)

Hx.	of	Antisocial	Development
•Self-report (from 5	yrs.	to	18	yrs.)

Trajectories
•Semi-structured Interview
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Results Hx.	(freq self-report)
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Criminal	Trajectories
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Risk	and	JJ
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The orientation of	Juvenile Justice

Punitive
• Incarceration…

Rehabilitation
• Treatment …

Safety
• Risk management
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Risk	assessment

Info Codif. Risk Decision
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Use	of	risk	assessment	tools	at	different	
decision	points	in	JJ

Intake/Diversion

Pre-trial	Detention

Adjudication

Correction	post-disposition





Conclusions
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CONCLUSIONS
1. A	more	realistic	(new?)	view	about	adolescence	

and	young	adults.
2. Consider	psychosocial	maturity	instead	

chronological	age	for	justice	decisions
3. Add	risk assessment	and	management	to	

intervention	with	juveniles.
4. Take	into	account	the	trajectory of	offender	in	

the	management	of	the	risk	for	recidivism


